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Humanities subjects for Exp stream:

*Eligibility criteria includes a good pass of 65% in the humanities subjects. 
#Subject will be offered, taking into consideration actual demand, resource availability, and timetable planning. 
Students must choose a different full humanities subject from the elective.  i.e. Students cannot take Elective 
Geography and Full Geography.

Full Geography/Full History#

• All students will offer a humanities 
subject comprising Social Studies 
and an Elective Humanities Subject

• Additionally, students who are keen 
and are eligible*, may choose to 
offer Full Geography or Full History. 

Social Studies

Elective Geography/History/English 
Literature



Difference between Full and Elective 
Humanities?
• Full Humanities subjects offer greater breadth in terms of content

• Each Full Humanities subject, e.g. History, is considered as one subject in the national
examination.

• Humanities is a compulsory subject for all students and is a combination of Social Studies
and one elective Humanities subject (either Geography/History/Literature).

• Full Humanities is an optional subject and is of higher rigour and demand. Students who
have a strong interest in the subject can consider offering the subject. Having a strong
command of English language would be beneficial as the Full Humanities subjects require a
significant amount of writing and elaboration/explanation of concepts.



Social Studies in a nutshell

Informed 
citizen

Participative 
citizen

Concerned 
citizen

Analyse, negotiate and manage 
complex situations.

Awareness of the ethical 
considerations and consequences of 
decision making.

Take responsible actions to effect 
change for the good of society.

• Social Studies trains you to be a effective citizens, with a desire to contribute
responsibly to the society.



Social Studies Syllabus content

Issue 3: Being part of a Globalised World

Being part of a globalised world: Is it necessarily good?

Issue 2: Living in a Diverse Society

Living in a diverse society: Is harmony achievable?

Issue 1: Exploring Citizenship & Governance

Working for the good of society: Whose responsibility is it?



Objectives & Scheme of Assessment

• Assessment Objective 1: Knowledge with Understanding

• Assessment Objective 2: Interpreting and Evaluating Sources / Given
Information

• Assessment Objective 3: Constructing Explanations



Objectives & Scheme of Assessment

• One paper of 1 hour 45 minutes
• Paper comprises 2 compulsory sections:

• Section A: 35 marks (Source-based Case Study)

• Section B: 15 marks (Structured-response Questions)



Elective History in a nutshell
• History prepares you to thrive as citizens in a complex and fast-changing world by

equipping you with the knowledge and skills to understand how forces, events
and developments of the past shaped today’s world.

Qualities 
of a 

History 
learner

Inquisitive

Discerning

Balanced

KnowledgeableEmpathetic

Methodical

Reasoned

Reads critically by analysing 
the validity of sourcesConstructs historical interpretation 

based on sound arguments

Considers various points 
of view



Elective History Syllabus content

After World War I

Paris Peace Conference

Rise of Authoritarian Regimes

Nazi Germany
MIlitarist Japan

War in Europe and Asia

Outbreak of WWII in Europe and Asia Pacific 
and reasons for end of WWII

The Cold War 

Korean War 
Vietnam War 

The end of the Cold War

Challenges to European Dominance after World War I



Objectives & Scheme of Assessment

• Assessment Objective 1: Deploy knowledge

• Assessment Objective 2: Construct Explanation and Communicate
Historical Knowledge

• Assessment Objective 3: Interpret and Evaluate Source Materials



Objectives & Scheme of Assessment

• One paper of 1 hour 50 minutes
• Paper comprises of 2 sections:

• Section A: 30 marks (Source-based Case study)

• Section B: 20 marks (Essay Questions)



Elective Geography in a nutshell
• Geography trains you to see the

connections between people, places
and environments and deploy this
knowledge to think critically about
how you can contribute to a more
sustainable world.

Geographical 
knowledge

ValuesGeographical 
skills

Knowledge of 
geographical phenomena 
and processes that occur 
in Singapore and beyond

A desire to 
contribute towards 
building a 
sustainable future.

Interpret geographical data to 
recognise patterns and trends, 
and suggest relationships



Elective Geography Syllabus content

Geography in Everyday
Life

Tourism Climate



Objectives & Scheme of Assessment

• Assessment Objective 1: Knowledge with Understanding

• Assessment Objective 2: Skills and Analysis

• Assessment Objective 3: Judgement and Decision-Making



Objectives & Scheme of Assessment

• One paper of 1 hour 45 minutes
• Paper comprises 2 compulsory sections:

• Section A: 32 marks
• Question 1: Structured Question on ‘Geography in Everyday Life’
• Question 2: Structured Question on ‘Tourism’

• Section B: 18 marks
• Question 3: Structured Question on ‘Climate’



Literature Elective Syllabus in a nutshell

Syllabus objectives:
• To empower students to make meaning of texts, and see themselves and the 

world from diverse perspectives
• To inspire students to empathise with others, to find their own voice as they 

reflect on the human condition with discernment, and to consider the impact of 
their beliefs and actions on society

Exam syllabus:
At the end of the 2-year syllabus, students will sit for a written exam that consists 
of essay and passage-based questions for the set text and an unseen poem.



Elective Literature Syllabus content
Over the course of 2 years, 
students of elective Literature 
will cover ONE set text in-depth 
through discussions and essay 
writing practices.

The set text in Northbrooks is
“The Chrysalids”
by John Wyndham.

This will form the first 25% 
combined humanities paper 
(SS/Lit).



Elective Literature Syllabus content

Over the course of 2 years, students of 
elective Literature will cover several poems 
from local and foreign sources as practice to 
get them ready to analyse an unseen poem 
on their own during the national exam.

The final exam will test students for an 
UNSEEN poem (i.e. not taught in class).

This will form the next 25% of the 
humanities paper (SS/Lit).



Assessment



There are 2 
questions in 
each elective 
Literature 
paper, and 
each question 
is worth 25 
marks.

The questions 
are marked 
holistically 
using the 
rubrics shown.





Full Geography Full History



Full Geography in a nutshell
• The Full Geography curriculum offers a greater breadth of geographical content,

and therefore the opportunity to understand and appreciate a larger range of
geographical issues

Part of Elective 
Geography syllabus

Additional clusters for Full 
Geography Syllabus

Geography in 
Everyday Life

Tourism Climate Tectonics Singapore



Assessment

• Paper 1: 1 hour 45 minutes
• Paper 1 comprises 3 compulsory structured questions:

• Question 1: Geography in Everyday Life (20m)
• Question 2: Tourism (15m)
• Question 3: Climate (15m)

• Paper 2: 1 hour 45 minutes
• Paper 2 comprises 3 compulsory structured questions:

• Question 1: Geography in Everyday Life (15m)
• Question 2: Tectonics (15m)
• Question 3: Singapore (20m)



Full History in a nutshell

After World War I

Paris Peace Conference

Rise of Authoritarian Regimes

Nazi Germany
MIlitarist Japan

War in Europe and Asia

Outbreak of WWII in Europe and Asia 
Pacific and reasons for end of WWII

The Cold War 

Korean War 
Vietnam War 

Extension of European Control in Southeast Asia

British Malaya
French Vietnam

Decolonisation and Establishment of Newly-
Independent Nations in Southeast Asia

British Malaya
French Vietnam

• The Full History curriculum offers a greater breadth of historical content,
comprising 20th century history as well as Southeast Asian history.

Part of Elective History syllabus Additional topics for Full History syllabus



Assessment

• Two Papers: Paper 1 and 2 
• The duration of each paper is 1 hour 50 minutes
• Each paper comprises 2 sections:

• Section A: 30 marks (Source-based Case Study)

• Section B: 20 marks (Essay Questions)



How do I know if Elective Geography, History 
or Literature is for me?

• Students are encouraged to explore their interest in the topics that
would be covered for each syllabus in Upper Secondary.

• They should also consider their post-secondary course choices and
identify the more relevant Humanities for the course.

• Students could speak to their subject teachers to find out the skill
sets and dispositions that lend themselves well for the study of the
Humanities subject.



FAQs for Elective Literature
1. Do I need to be good in the English Language to take Literature?

Not necessarily, however, a good command of the language will be 
beneficial and helpful in expressing your ideas.

2. Is there a lot of memorisation needed for Literature?
You do need to remember the stories and some quotes, in order to 
respond well, especially for the essay questions. However, pure 
memorisation of texts is not required. It is more important to be able 
to understand and express your thoughts and feelings about the text.

3. It is difficult to score in Literature. Is that true?
As Literature is marked holistically, the quality of your argument, 
knowledge of the text, and understanding of how it is a reflection of 
society would be the key to scoring well. The rubrics will help you to 
understand where you stand and how you can improve on your 
writing to do well.

4. I don’t like reading. Can I still take Literature?
To be honest, it will be difficult to take up the subject if you don’t 
enjoy reading, because half the paper is made up of having to read the 
set text in detail repeatedly, and the other half involves reading new 
poems every other week.

5. Will the set text change if I get retained?
There’s a possibility of the set text being changed beyond 2025 
as CPDD (curriculum planning division from MOE HQ) will 
announce text changes annually. Try not to get retained.

5. What are the benefits of taking Literature?
The underlying skills that you will pick up would be close reading 
and clarity of argument and discussion. These are skills that are 
transferable to almost any other subjects, including Social 
Studies and English Language. Being able to explain oneself 
clearly is also an important soft skill to have in the future when 
you are working!

If you have any other queries,
please feel free to email the Literature team:

Ms Aryssa Ngoh, HOD/ELL
Ngoh_huiyi@schools.gov.sg

Mrs Carolyn Leong, SH/ELL
Quek_sue_wen_carolyn@schools.gov.sg



Additional information

• Humanities is counted in the computation of L1R5 as a relevant
subject in the entry to Junior Colleges.

• Humanities is counted as a critical relevant subject for entry into
some Polytechnic courses, e.g. courses related to Humanities,
Media and Business. For other courses, the Humanities subject can
be used in computing the ELR2B2 score for admission.



We recommend that your child/ward choose the
humanities subject based on interest and passion for
the subject. See what the experts have to say!

Why Social 
Studies? Why Geography? Why History? Why Literature?

https://go.gov.sg/whystudyellit
https://go.gov.sg/whystudyhistory
https://go.gov.sg/whystudygeog
https://go.gov.sg/whystudyss
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